THE  CHILDREN'S  OMNIBUS

and conceited, Mrs. GrufFanuff took her old ragged
mantle and one shoe, and put them into a glass box,
with a card laid upon them, upon which was written,
"These were the old clothes in which little BET-
SINDA was found when the great goodness and admir-
able kindness of her Royal Highness the Princess
Angelica received this little outcast." And the date
was added, and the box locked up.

For a while little Betsinda was a great favourite
with the Princess, and she danced, and sang, and made
her little rhymes, to amuse her mistress. But then
the Princess got a monkey, and afterwards a little
dog, and afterwards a doll, and did not care for
Betsinda any more, who became very melancholy
and quiet, and sang no more funny songs, because
nobody cared to hear her. And then, as she grew
older, she was made a little lady's-maid to the
Princess; and though she had no wages, she worked
and mended, and put Angelica's hair in papers,
and was never cross when scolded, and was always
eager to please her mistress, and was always up early
and to bed late, and at hand when wanted, and in
fact became a perfect little maid. So the two girls
grew up, and, when the Princess came out, Betsinda
was never tired of waiting on her ; and made her
dresses better than the best milliner, and was useful
in a hundred ways. Whilst the Princess was having
her masters, Betsinda would sit and watch them; and
in this way she picked up a great deal of learning;
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